FORBIDDEN JOURNEY
that vermin rather "fancied" me. Typhus is transmitted by
lice and I was determined not to fall a victim to any parasite
in China. After all, I might have to stay in the country much
longer than I thought.
For two years back, missionaries had been rendered
immune from typhus by means of a new vaccine which was
produced only at Peking.
As I had to have some four or five thousand million germs,
collected from about two hundred lice, administered in three
injections by Dr. Chang, I had leisure to visit the laboratory
at Fujen University. Peter maintained that no louse would
dare attack his "iron" skin, and I had great difficulty in
persuading him to go. But I pointed out that if he were taken
ill it was on me it would fall to nurse him and that he must
therefore obey orders.
The Weigl vaccine is produced in such a curious way that
I shall say a few words about it. A guinea-pig has some
blood of a person suffering from typhus injected. A fortnight
later, the guinea-pig, being very ill, is anaesthetized. The
cranium is opened and the cerebral matter, virulent in the
highest degree, removed.
But to produce a vaccine efficacious for human beings, the
disease has to be transmitted to lice, and this is why the
Peking laboratory has a nursery of these insects. It is the
only one of its kind in the world.
Chinese who have recovered from typhus and are there-
fore immune, come twice a day to serve as grazing grounds
for the lice. For half an hour the little beasts suck the blood
which is a necessity to them, On his legs each man nourishes
two hundred, distributed in little boxes which have netting
at one side. This side is held against the skin. Eggs are laid
on a rag in each box and are collected so as to have broods
of the same age.
"The men who nourish the lice," Father Rutten writes,
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